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Battle For Cermany 
Approaches- 


LLIED TROOPS ON SATURDAY CROSSED THE BELGIAN FRONTIER FROM 
FRANCE, AND WERE LAST NIGHT DRIVING TOWARDS BRUSSELS, WHILE 
RECONNAISSANCE ELEMENTS OF GENERAL PATTON'S ARMOUR WERE 
APPROACHING THE GERMAN BORDER. 


— 


II ó 


French and 
U.S. Forees 
Enter Lyons 


——— and French forces 
have entered Lyons, states 
Revter cable from Allied Medi- 
terranean Ne 

Allied forces have also reached 
Bourg. 33 miles from Lyons, on the 
road (. Strasbourg, and 37 miles 
from the Swiss frontier, says 
Reuter's Special Correspondent with 
the U.S. 7th Army. The Germans 
are reported to have been retreat- 
ing towards this town. 

Algiers Radio last night reported 
that Allied forces have crossed the 
Alps, and are 12 miles inside ó 

The Americans, methodically 
spreading out -over the Riviera, 
have reached the border of Monaco. 

The Germans have evacuated all 
Southern France from Lyons to the 
Atlantic, and are trying to evacuate 
the 19th Army from the Lyons area, 
states Reuter’s Special Correspon- 
dent at Mediterranean H.Q. B 
every available means, they are 
fighting to keep open the with- 
drawal routes, which are being 
closed ahead of them. 

The Amertean Seventh Army, it 
is now disclosed, has crossed the 
Rhone and is threatening the 
German routes northwards. 


CONTACT BROKEN 


Over the Rhone, the Americans 
next. crossed the Ain River, just 
north of the Rhdéne, last Thursday 
without opposition. They have 
since been engaged in several bitter 
battles with the infantry and tank 
screen trying to protect the German 
retreat up the Saone Valley towards 
Macon, 40 miles from Lyons, and 
also north-east to Bourg, 33 miles 
from Lyons on the road to Stras- 
bourg, and 37 miles from the Swiss 
frontier. 7 

The town of Vienne has bee 
occupied.—(Reuter and Associated 
Press.) 

The evacuation of Tours is 
reported by the German News 
Agency, according to a Berne 


Line. 


Metz. 


south of the Belgian frontier, 


The crossing of the Belgian 
frontier was the climax of an 
American column’s historic -drive, 
as the tanks shook the dust of 
France from their tracks, says 
Reuter’s special correspendent. It 
was a bloodless crossing—gay and 
unopposed. : 

One column which crossed the 
frontier now is four or five miles 
north of Tournai. 

A Press Association Correspon- 

dent at Allied Supreme Head- 
quarters says that the liberation of 
Belgium is proceeding rapidly, while 
the battle of Germany draws hourly 
nearer. 
A fast-moving British armoured 
column has swept forward 23 miles 
from Douai to Tournai, in Belgium, 
and is only 45 miles from Brussels. 
Another column is known to have 
crossed the Belgian frontier in the 
region of Montcornet, and is be- 
lieved to be somewhere in the 
vicinity of Hirson and the small 
border TE, ica of Gendron and 
For. ilippe. ~ 

There is no official confirmation 
at Allied H.Q. of German reports 
that Allied troops have reached. the 
Maas Canal, running east of the 
Maas River. 


broadcast heard by the C.B.S. 


As the battle ed Germany ap- 


Kighth Army Breaks Through 
The Gothic Line 


HE Eighth Army is two to three 

miles through and past the 
Gothic Line defences on a forty- 
mile front, according to a C.B.S. 
Correspondent-in Italy. This means 
a break-through to the broad, open 
country rolling to the Po Valley 
which outflanks the Apennies. Ailied 
troops are on the road to Bologna, 
Venice, Milan and the routes to 
Germany. : 
~ Along the Adriatic coast Allied 
troops have captured Pesaro, and 
are within three miles of Cattolica, 
nine miles further up the 
coast. Canadian infantry and 
tanks. are fighting in open 
country about five miles inside the 
Gothic Line, trying to cut off men 
of the First Paratroop Division 
escaping from Pesaro. The battle is 
now raging near Gradara, only half 
a mile from the main route to the 


On the west flank. the Fifth 
Army has captured Pisa and con- 
tinues to advance on a broad front, 
especially eastwards of the city. 
Gains above the Arno average three 
to five miles. The leaning tower 
at Pisa is reported to be undamaged. 

The German News Agency. stated 
last night that the Eighth Army 
attacks made a few minor breaches 
in the Gothic Line, but claimed that 
they were sealed off. On the coast, 
where British warships intervened 
with their guns German troops 
took up new positions immediately 
to the north of their old line. 

North and north-west of Florence 
German troops retired a few miles 
according to plan a few days ago, 
and on the Lower Arno _ the 
Germans quietly abandoned the 
northern bank to take up positions 
more favourable for defence, the 


north, and less than two miles from 
the coast. 


agency added.—({Reuter.) 


for a future 


Catering Expert 


She’s only playing now, but she’s growing too and 


her feet need play quite as 


for delicate bones to develop and grow firm, At 
Saxone we have assistants who like dealing with 
children, and we have shoes of good leather, built for 
growing feet. Considering the times we're living ir 
our stocks are not so bad either. Bring your children 


along—they’ll be welcome. 
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Maginot Line defences in 1940. 
Sedan sealed the fate of France, just as it had led to disaster 
before in the Franco-Prussian War. 


A FAST-MOVING BRITISH ARMOURED COLUMN 
HAS SWEPT FORWARD 23 MILES FROM DOUAI TO 
TOURNAL, IN BELGIUM, AND IS ONLY 45 MELES FROM 
BRUSSELS, WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE F.F.L RADIO, 
THE BULK OF THE GERMAN TROOPS HAVE LEFT. 


The latest advance, says-Reuter’s special correspondent, is 
being made with little likelihood of the American armour 
being stopped before the German frontier. 
the Moselle, the forward elements have completed a sensational 
advance of about 20 miles a day for five days. : 


Unconfirmed reports state that Allied troo 
reached Namur, 60 miles from Aachen, on the 
border, and one of the strongest points in the Siegfried 


By crossing over 


have 
rman 


Algiers radio quoted an American report, uncon- 
firmed from any other source, that Metz, on the 
Moselle River, 38 miles from Saarbruken, has been 
captured by the Americans, as well as Nancy, south of 


The same radio reported the capture of Sedan. Six miles 


it was a pivotal point of the 
The German break-through at 


proaches interest focusses on the 
much-advertised Siegfried Line. It 
consists of forts, mutually support- 
ing strong-points, elaborate under- 
ground structures, pillboxes, and 


so on. 

The French Forces of the Interior 
radio said yesterday: “The bulk of 
the German troops have left 
Brussels.” 

The German News Agency yester- 
day said that British reconnaissance 
forces flung forward in the Mons 
area were halted at Wasmes, 

Mons, in Belgium, is less than 35 
miles from the Belgian capital. It 
was here that the British 
Army; in the early days of 1914. 
fought their historic rearguard 
action, which saved the  break- 
through to the Channel ports. 


NEARING BORDER 


A Reuter Correspondent says that 
with the Maginot Line virtually 
derelict, and apparently in a state of 
decay, high speed American patrols, 
operating along a 25-mile stretch 
east of the Moselle, ate prodding 
towards the Siegfried Line—27 miles 


away. 

The German High Command .is 
evidently staking everything now on 
the Siegfried defences. here are 
still no signs of resistance on the 
French side of the border. 

It was reported yesterday that 
Allied pilots who made a low-flying 
reconnaissance over the Maginot 
Line found this once formidable 
barrier apparently disused. The 
great steel doors and the big guns 
were removed by the “Germans 
months ago for the Atlantic Wall 
defences, and the pilots saw no sign 
of the line having bees rebuilt or re- 
fitted. 

Reconnaissance elements of General 

Patton’s armour are approaching 
the German border with a 
mechanised roar, heard along a 50- 
mile front, cables Reuter's special 
correspondent with the advancing 
Americans. 


One by one the possible Ger- 
man defence lines have been over- 
run, and it is probable that the 
next great battle will be the 
battle of Germany. 


Metz, around which patrols felt 
their way with little resistance, lies 
on the far bank of the Moselle, 
which was crossed yesterday morn- 
ing. It is 38 miles from Saar- 
bruken, but this proximity to the 
Saar capital does not indicate any 
future course for Patton’s armour. 

Patrols of armed cavalry have 
pushed out to the vicinity of 
Nancy, south of Metz, 


LIGHT RESISTANCE 


Canadian troops, driving into the 
“flying bomb country,” have crossed 
the Somme near Abbeville, and are 
on the eastern and western out- 
skirts of the town. 
Resistance generally has been 
light in the drive between the Seine 
and the Belgian frontier, and the 
only places where the Germans have 
put up strong opposition are at 
Cambrai, St. Quentin and in the 
vicinity of Compiegne. 
Swiss Radio reported that Allied 
troops had by-passed Charleroi and 
Namur “on their way to the Sieg- 
fried Line.” 


Reuter’s special correspondent 
with the 1st Canadian Army says 
that the Germans are quitting the 
Pas de Masses of German 
transport are pouring out of 
Boulogne, and there is vast move- 
ment on all roads leading east and 
south-east. 


While the Canadians are pressing 
up the coast, British troops, under 
Canadian command, are cleaning 
the Havre Peninsula and have 
drawn up before Havre itself. The 
garrison is believed to consist of 
between three and four thousand 
Germans, including elements of the 
German 11th Division, which is 
commanded “ brother of Field- 
Marshal von Kluge. 

The Canadians 
themselves back at Vimy sg a and 
in the Canadian Cemetery held a 
memorial Service for the men killed 
in the Dieppe raid. 

“Canadians and Poles have taken 
Le Touquet, Boulogne, Calais and 
Dunkirk,” reported Brazzaville 
Radio early to-day. 


esterday found 


Evacuation in Japan 


School children have been 
evacuated from all big towms in 
Japan, and pre tions for the 
evacuation o 
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Finnish Government Suing 


| GERMANS USE. 


én 


BROADCAST from the 


A 


last 
of the German, French and 


Americans Over German 
Border 


up in New York last night, reported that U.S, 
were said to have crossed the German border. 


“FRONTIER VILLAGE CAPTURED ” 
The Berne correspondent of “Svenska Dagbladets ” 


sr isgP night that Allied troops had captured the 
village of Perle, just inside Germany, near the junction 


—F.F.I, REPORT 


F.F.L radio in Paris, picked 
troops 


Luxemburg frontiers. 


Perle is only 12 miles north-east of Thionville, where 
the Germans on Saturday reported fighting —(Reuter.) 


Russians Reported Across 


Qual Russian raiding 
on the East Prussian 


tions that the Germans expect 


them 


reports, 
13 miles front. 


tan night's Soviet communigué 
said:— : 

“During September 3rd, north 
and west of -Ploesti, our troops 
advanced and occupied over 40 
inhabited localities, including four 
railway stations. . 

“ South of Bucharest, our troops 

entirely cleared the enemy from the 
northern bank of the Danube, from 
Giurgiu to Oltenita. They occupied 
a number of inhabited localities. 
including eight railway stations.” 
Indications yesterday “were that 
the Germans expect viet moves 
on the East Prussian frontier and 
in Poland. Red Air Force pilots 
report that German transport ser- 
vices behind both fronts have been 
s up to organise concentra- 
tions of troops to meet the next 
wave of Soviet offensives, Reuter's 
Staff Correspondent in Moscow 
stated last night. 
Ahead of the Soviet lines, in the 
Northern and Central fronts. 
Russian bombers, operating from 
captured advanced air bases, have 
launched a new “softening-up” 
offensive. Reports reaching 
Moscow yesterday from Rumania | 
said that the Red Army’s advance 
up the Danube is meeting with 
heavier resistance, and that German 
reinforcements are arriving. ‘The 
Red Army commanders are exercis- 
ing great -caution™ in their advance. 
and are now turning their attention 
to pockets of Germans which 
remain in the rear areas. 


de-icommand of General Eise 


Colonel von Hammer, the German 
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— are reported to be operating 
ontier, according to Reuter’s Staff 
oer in Moscow, who also said that there are indica- 


Bulgarian Frontier 


} 


Soviet moves both on the East 


Prussian frontier and in Poland, and are taking steps to meet 


Vichy radio announced last night that, according to latest 
e Russians had crossed the Bulgarian frontier on a 


commentator, said yesterday :—. 
“There was again bitter fighting 
yesterday north-east of Warsaw, 
along the Radzymin-Praga_ road, 
where the Soviets tried to force u 
break-through by making powerful 
use of tanks. German anti-tank 
gun screefis halted the attack, and 
later German artillery and the 
Luftwaffe smashed Soviet concen- 
trations massing for a renewed big 
jattack.” 

Von Hammer added that both 
west and south-west of Mitau the 
‘Soviets had concentrated between 
five and six tank corps. “It is 
assumed that they will try to cut 
off the entire northern wing of the 
German armies and drive a second 
wedge to split the northern forces 
again. 


12 DAYS’ LOSSES 

German losses numbered 418,600 
during the twelve-days’ Soviet drive 
into Rumania, said Moscow Radio 
on Saturday night. Troops of the 
Second Ukrainian Front killed and 
captured 208,400 officers and men, 
and those of the Third Ukrainian 
Front killed 110,000 and took 
prisoner 100,200, including 63,300 
(Germans. Among’ the prisoners 
were. eight. German generals and 
cleven Rumanian generals. The 
bedies of four more German 

* were found on “the battlé- 
eld, 

German. aircraft destroyed and 
captured totalled over 330, and tanks 
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ST. MIHIEL 


IRE’S finance accounts for the 
year ended March 3list, 1944, 
show that the total revenue for the 
year was £43,779,732, which, with 
other receipts and the sum of 
£1,129,792 in the Exchequer at the 
end of the previous financial year, 
brought the total to £49,435,559. 
The largest revenue items were: 
Property and income tax (including 
sur-tax and super-tax), £11,476,000, 
and Customs £11,388,000. Corpora- 
tion profits tax brought in 
£3,781 ,000. 

Outgoings included £5,004,289 
under the head of Central Fund and 
£40,004,722 “under the head of 
Supply Services. The latter included 
Army, £8,188,861; Revenue Depart- 
ment, £928,085; Post Office, 
£2,730,284, and other Civil Services 
£28,157,491. The balance in the 
Exchequer on March 3lst, 1944, 
was £1,959,682. 

Of receipts under the heading of 


BROTHER RICE 
CENTENARY 


The Bishop of Ferns, Dr. 
Staunton, presided at High Mass 
in Enniscorthy yesterday, celebrated 
in commemoration of the 100th 
anniversary of the death of the Rev. 
Brother ice, founder ,of the 
Christian Brothers’ Order in Ireland. 
The Rev. P. Quaid, Adm., was the 
celebrant; the Rev. P. Hutchinson, 
C.C., deacon; the Rev. J. Ranson, 
C.C., sub-deacon, and the Rev. J. 
Wadding C.C., master of cere- 
monies. The preacher was the Rev. 
, McCarron, §.J., Dublin. 

High Mass was celebrated at St. 
Nicholas’s Church, Carrick-on-Suir, 


A. Cleary, 
Galway; deacon, the Rev. W. White, 
§.J., Dublin; sub-deacon, the Rev. 
C. McGrath, O.F.M., Waterford, 
and master of ceremonies, the Rev. 
N. Power, P.P., Clonmel. The ser- 
mon was preached by the Rev. J. 
V. Fitzgerald, St, John’s College, 
Waterford. | 


New Commander - 


aT naval hospital, the J: 


á. 


yesterday, at which the Very Rev.| 5 
Dean Byrne, P.P., V.G., Clonmel,| j 
presided. The.celebrant was the Rev.| &-s 
C.SS.R., Athenry, Co.l” a 


 TOBACCO HEADS LIST 
OF CUSTOMS RECEIPTS 


Customs the largest were from 
tobacco which brought in 
£9.623,124; mineral hydrocarbon 
oils (light), £639,290, and hydro- 
carbon (other sorts), £935,034. 
Spirits, including brandy, rum, 
Geneva and other sorts, brought in 
about £583,000; wine, £217,855; 
beer, £66,665; clothing and TEAS 
apparel, £77,686; cinematograph 
films, £42,945; daily newspapers, 
£3,349; other newspapers and perio- 
dicals, £18,600. 

Of Excise duties the highest were 
from beer (£6,881,814) and spirits 
(£2,297,150). Entertainments duty 
was £553,474; betting duty realised 
£165,721; matches, £235,620; fire- 
arms certificates, £32,345, and dog 
licences, £71,350. Duties on motor 
vehicles realised £527,682. 

Among items of miscellaneous 
revenue, which totalled £4,011,732, 
is a sum of £20 forfeited in respect 
of an unsuccessful appeal lodged by. 
a nominating body under the Senate 
Electoral (Panel Members) Act. 
Fines under the Offences Against 
the State Act, 1939, realised £1,437; 
receipts from Court fines brought’ in 
£30,500; contribution towards the 
cost of trans-Atlantic air service, 
£6,000; wireless licence fees, 
£107,780; sponsored radio  pro- 
grammes, £2,650; doe gsm con- 
certs, £858; fees received for licences 
under the Emergency Powers Act 
and orders made thereunder, £5,000. 
The Central Bank paid in on foot 
of surplus income £280,000, for- 
feited election deposits realised 
£10,807, and conscience money £360. 

The. outstanding public debt is 
shown as £57,704,674, and the 
State’s oss liabilities are 
£74,509,328. 


“ PICK-A-BACK ” 
- RAIDERS 


| Germans launched a new air 
weapon, the “ pick-a-back” 
plane, in an attack on during 
the week-end. The “ pick-a-back” 
is a composite raider, and the first 
were made on Friday night. 

No raids have been since. 

This weapon has not come as any 
surprise, states a Press Association 
Air Correspondent, as one was inter- 
cepted over the Normandy beach- 
head a few weeks ago. A night 
fighter who chased it saw it crash 
into the sea. It was found to be an 
old type of JU 88, minus armament, 
filled with high explosive. 

This, it is believed, is slung 
beneath an ME 109 and the two 
aircraft take off together. When 
within what is considered a suitable 
position to launch the loaded air- 
craft it-is released by the ME pilot. 
The JU continues its flight under its 
own power, and it is thought that 
its flight is contolled by radio from 
the fighter aircraft. 

There is reason to think that the 
“ pick-a-back ” bombs launched on 
Friday night were released a great 
distance from the point of ex- 
plosion. 

It is variously estimated that the 
weight of the explosive is between 
4,000 Ib. and 8,000 Ib. 


GERMANY RAIDED 


Flying Fortresses, in medium 
strength, escorted by Mustangs, 
yesterday attacked targets in the 
Ludwigshafen sector of Western 
Germany. The bombers encountered 
cloud, and bombs were dropped by 
means of ifstruments. No German 
aircraft was. encountered. The 
escorting fighters destroyed seven 
aircraft in combat. One bomber and 
one fighter are missing from the 
operation, 

Medium forces of Flying For- 
tresses, escorted by Mustangs, also 
attacked German gun positions in 
strong points at Brest. Medium 
bombers later struck in nine waves, 
at ten-minute intervals, 


Village Menaced 
By River of 


Burning Petrol 


HE story of one of the most 
spectacular and terrifying fires 
ever known in England was told 
yesterday. 

When a hidden petrol dump in 
South-west England was set ablaze 
by a German raider, a great torrent 
of burning spirit rolled down the 
hillside towards a village in the 
valley, threatening to engulf the 
entire community. 

Facing deadly risks, men of the 
N.F.S: fought the fire for 21 hours, 
and saved the village by damming 
the s with a bulldozer, So 
intense "the héat”that houses 
were scorched and water had to be 
played on the firemen, some of 
whom were in peril of being 
plunged bodily into the heart of 
the blazing dump. 

The fire started when an aviation 
petrol store tank, buried in a hill- 
side, was fractured during an air 
raid, says the British Home Office. 
Immediately a great wave of burn- 
ing petrol splashed across half a 
mile of countryside. Flowing at 
about 1,000 feet a minute, it 
descended the hillside, and, finding 
its way into a stream, threatened the 
nearby village. 


HOUSES SAVED 


The N.F.S. threw up a’ water 
screen between the fire and the 
houses, not one of which caught 
fire. The inhabitants and their pos- 
sessions were temporarily evacuated. 

Great quantities of foam were 
directed towards the seat of the 
fire, and, carried on the surface of 
the flowing petrol, smothered the 
flames. 

A further danger to firemen was 
caused by petrol seeping through 
the surface of the hillside and form- 
ing pockets of oil, sometimes con- 
siderable distances away. The heat 
caused those pockets of oil to 
explode, sending up “ whirlpools” 
of flame, capped with black smoke, 
from 60 to 70 feet in the air.—(Press 
Association.) 


Rail Transport for 
Beet Crop 


Cashel Traders’ Association has 
received from the Department of 
Industry and Commerce the follow- 
ing letter in reply to the request 
for the reopening of the Cashel 
branch line, connecting the Dublin- 
Cork main lines at Goolds Cross. 

“I am to state that the Great 
Southern Railways Company antici- 
pate that it will be possible for 
them to provide rail facilities on 
the section of railway to deal with 
beet traffic. Owing, however, to the 
serious fuel supply position, the 
question of the restoration of can- 
celled train services on any of the 
branch railway lines for general 
traffic cannot be considered at 
present.” 


Mill Workers Demand 


More Electricity 


Employees, of the Irish Worsted 
Mills, Portlaoighise, on Saturday, at 
the close of a thirty-five hour week 's 
work, decided to forward to the Dail 
deputies for Laoighis-Offaly and the 
Department of the Taoiseach a 

rotest against the refusal of the 
Minister to make any concessions 
in ‘regard to the supply of elecricity 


to the mills. 
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Admiral Shiro Takasu has died in . 


DISCUSSION, 
HACKZELL, 
SATURDAY NIGHT. 


It was not yet known what terms the Soviet 


Government would impose, 


already been asked to leave F 
agreed. 


M. Hackzell said that the Finnish 
Diet had discussed the question of 
peace on Friday. “The military} 
situation has made it necessary for 
us to try and find a solution,” he 
said. “Germany has to use all her 
available forces for the defence of 
her homeland. Therefore, a new 
phase has begun in German-Finnish 
relations. Germany is about to lose 
the southern shore of the Gulf of 
Finland. I 

“ President Ryti was personally 

responsible for the agreement 
with Germany; his agreement is 
no longer valid.” 
The Prime Minister said his 
Government approached Madame 
Kollontay, Soviet Government re- 
presentative in , Stockholm, on 
Augu& 25th; that the Soviet Govern- 
ment reply had been agreed with 
the British Government, and in no 
way objected to by the United States 
Government. 


CONDITIONS 


An official statement issued last 
night, and relayed by Reuter, stated 
that the Soviet Government in- 
structed _Madame Kollontay (on 
August 29th) to hand to the Finnish 
Government a Note to the effect 
that the Soviet Government would 
receive a delegation from the 
Finnish Government only if the 
Finnish Government accepts. the 
following preliminary conditions;— 
“The Finnish Government must 
publicly declare it is breaking off 
relations with Germany, and that it 
is demanding from Germany the 
withdrawal of her armed forces in 
Finland within two weeks of the 
day of the acceptanee by the Fin- 
nish Government of the © Soviet 
Government’s present offer—in no 
case later than September 15th. 

“In the event of Germany 
failing to withdraw her armed 
forces from Finland within the 
terms stated, these forces shall be 
disarmed and transferred to the 
Allies as prisoners of war. 
“Should the Finnish Government 
fulfil these preliminary conditions, 


For Peace 


N VIEW OF: THE CHANGED MILITARY SITUATION 

AND THE PEOPLE’S DESIRE FOR PEACE, THE 
GOVERNMENT CONSIDERED IT ITS D 
REQUEST THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT AGAIN TO 
RECEIVE A FINNISH DELEGATION FOR ARMISTICE 

THE FINNISH PRIME 
TOLD THE FINNS IN A BROADCAST ON 


for unconditional surrender, he said. 
Prime Minister Hackzell stated also that the Germans have 


& - i 
, E - 
go if? 4 
5 4 
“4 
* 
SS 
xa 


World Peace 


DUTY TO ence in 


2 
EEE. 


but Russia had not asked 
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inland, and that Germany has 


Government's delegation, to discuss 
an armistice or peace, or both.” 
Finland's ——representative, Mr. 
Gripenberg, on September~ 2nd, 
handed Mme. Kollontay a com- 
munication from the wFinnish 
President Mannerheim, in which the 
President declared that the Finnish 
Government, even before replying 
to the preliminary conditions set by 
the Soviet Government, offered that 
Finland herself would attend to the 
voluntary evacuation, or internment, 
of the German forces in one—the 
southernmost — part of Finnish 
territory. “The President's com- 
munication further proposed that 
hostilities should ‘be suspended on 
one—the southernmost-—part of the 
front, and that Finnish troops on 
that part of the front should be 
withdrawn to the Sovict-Finnish 
frontier of 1940, and that Soviet 
rtoops should: be moved up accord- 
ingly to the same line.” 

The - Finnish § communication 
also stated that the Finns 
were prepared to participate in the 
proposed .disarmament of the 
German forces in the northern part 
of Finland, but desired that this 
matter should be agreed upon in 
Moscow, particularly with regard to 
co-ordination and assistance to be 
given by the Soviet High Command. 


BRITISH EMPIRE 


CASUALTIES 
(CASUALTIES to all ranks of 
4 forces 


it is announced. 
cludes:— 
Killed, including died of wounds 
Or injuries—242,995, 
Missing—80,603. 
Wounded—31 1,500. 
Prisoners of war and internees— 
290,865. : 
The figures relate to casualties to 
Empire forces, including those of 
Britain, the Dominions, India and 
the Colonies, but they exclude 
civilian air raid casualties, casualties 
to. merchant seamen and deaths 
from natural causes. ; 
The casualties of merchant sea: 
men in British ships during these 
five years are:— 
Deaths (including deaths pee: 
sumed in missing ships)}—29,381, 
Internees—4, 192. 
These figures include nations of 
the Dominions, India and the 
colonies serving in British regis- 
po ships, mo do _ mer 
The Soviet Government _reply,|/#2¥- *0SS¢s t may have 
dated September 3rd, said that the|Sustained in ships registered out- 
Soviet Government insisted on the|Side Britain. . a 
Finnish Government accepting the Civilian air raid casualties in 
preliminary conditions, and added:|Britain for the five years are:— 
“In the event of Germany failing| , Killed — or missing, believed 
to withdraw her forces from. Fin-|killed—56,195. , Se 
land by September 15th, the Soviet| -Injured- and detained in hospital 
Government is agreeable to assist}—75,897. i 
the Finnish Army in the disarming| “The total of all the foregoing 
of the German armed forces.” casualties, therefore, inclu 
The Helsinki correspondent of|civilians and merchant seamen, is 
the Swedish News Agency reports|1,091,62 
that the bulk of the German troops} In the four years and three - 
—some six divisions—concentrated|months of the last war the British 
in Northern Finland will be with-| Empire forces’ casualties totalled 
drawn to Norway. 3,490,907, of whom 1,189,919 were 
Unconfirmed reports reaching|killed and 2,400,988 wounded. Of 
Stockholm’s Tidningen says that the|the number killed, 812,317 were 
Germans have begun the evacuation|Great Britain and Ireland forces, 
of Northern Finland through a port|which also had 1,894,494 wounded. 


the Soviet Government will agree to 
receive in Moscow the Finnish 


near the northern end of the Gulf} In 103 Zeppelin and aeroplane 
of Bothnia. raids on Britain during the war, 


“Rumanians Will Fight 
Germans..and.. Hungarians”. 


66 RUMANIAN troops will fight 

-“ against the Germans and 
Hungarians in -Transylvania im- 
mediately after the signature of an 
armistice treaty with Russia,” M. 
Buzesti, Rumanian Foreign Minister, 
said yesterday in Bucharest, accord- 
ing to Reuter. 

A United States correspondent, in 
a broadcast from Bucharest, quoted 
by Associated Press, says that the 
Soviet-Rumanian armistice has been 
signed. 

The Budapest newspaper Pester 
Lloyd stated last night, according 
to the Hungarian News Agency, 
quoted by Reuter:— 


“The decisive hour has struck. 
The war will not outlive its sixth 
year. We may anticipate its end 
in the knowledge that we have 
committed no injustice and that 
we are fighting to save our own 
lives. We did not want this 
war. 


Radio France (Algiers) said last 
night that it is reported from 
Ankara that the Bulgarian Govern- 


ment has informed the Soviet 


German ships in Bulgarian ports, 
totalling about 100, have been dis- 
armed. “ Discussions between re- 
presentatives of the new Bulgarian 
Government and the Soviet authori- 
ties are in progress on the Bulgarian- 
cane frontier,” the message 
Said. 


PEACE MISSION 


Well-informed quarters in Cairo 
are speculating whether the Bul- 
ari a peace delegates, at present in 

ro, will be empowe to sign 
an armistice, or whether Muraviev, 
the new Prime Minister, will send 
new emissaries to carry out that 
mission, states Haig Nicholson, 
Reuter’s Special Correspondent, in a 
cable from Cairo. 

Though the armistice conditions 
are Mateas they are still not 
kn-sn, but it is believed that each 
clau-- must be accepted by Bul- 
garia unconditionally, he says. 
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Day of Thanksgiving 


Thanksgiving was the key-note of 
sermons and addresses in churches, 
at gatherings attended by soldiers. 
and on board ships in all parts of 
the world yesterday, when Services 
were held, at King George's de- 
sire, in observance of a National 
arf of Prayer. 

ing George and Queen Eliza- 
beth attended Divine Service at a 
country church. 

Special Services were broadcast 
by the B.B.C., at which the Arch- 
bishop of eoin, C Dr. Temple, 
and the Roman tholic Arch- 
bishop of Westminster, Dr. Griffin, 
gave addresses. 

There “was 


a Thanksgiving 


B |Service at St. Patrick's Cathedral, 


Dublin, yesterday. Special music 


É jand- appropriate anthems were sung. 


Ti |The Rev. Canon L, Crooks, Belfast, || 


was the preacher. 
_ Among the large congregation were 
Sir John Maffey and Lady Maffey. 


£300 Fine for 


Chargé d’Affaires in Sofia, that all} past 


1,414 — were killed and 35,416 
injured. 


German Guns 
- Shell English : 


Towns 


German long-range guns at Calais 
opened fire across the Straits of 
Dover just before 1 p.m. yesterday. 
The bombardment was severe. 
Coast towns in the S.E. coast area 
had a “dinner-time” shell warming. 
Shells also fell in the vicinity of 
Dover. 

Some people took their Sunday 
dinners with them into their shelters. 
After an hour’s luli the cannonade 
was _ restarted. á. : 

There was heavy retaliatory fire 
from British big guns. 


—Official Statement 


Meanwhile, Bulgarian- experts in 
the Middle East point out that the 
Muraviev Cabinet is not an altogether 
representative one. There are no 
representatives of the Left Wing 
elements, who include the Com- 
munist Party, which has been the 
most dynamic force in Bulgarian 
politics, at least since 1923. 


Finland’s exit from the war is 
looked upon as a side-show com- 
pared with the importance of 
rolling back Germany’s Drang 
Nach Osten and striking at the 
Reich from S.E. Europe, accord- 
ing to an A.P. cable from 
Moscow. 


MOSCOW CRITICISM 


In a comment yesterday on the 
relationship between. Turkey and 
Germany, Pravda, quoted by 
Moscow radio, said:—* In Turkish 
politics there is an abyss between 
words and deeds. Nominally the 
Turkish Government has severed 
diplomatic relations with Germany, 
but, in actual fact, it appears that 
almost everything remains as in the 


Alleged Murder of 


Detective 


October 2nd was fixed by the 
Special Criminal Court at Collins i 
Barracks, Dublin, on Saturday, for 
the trial of Charles Kerins, Catherine 
street, Tralee, on the charge of 
murdering Detective Sergeant Denis 
O’Brien, at Ballyboden. Co, Dublin, 
| on September 9th, 1942. 
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